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1.  review of guiding purposes and methods of the progressive tradition.2.  address the educational visions of Ralph Waldo Emerson, WEB DuBois and Jane Addams.3.  Look at the educational outlook of John Dewey.  Attempt to take his thoughts out of the progressive tradition because of misinformed ideas.  
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Sticky Note
Kliebard (2004)  Progressive Reform1.  Child Study movement:  create curriculum that respects the childs developmental stages.  Increased attention to the needs of the individual student.  3.  the social re constructionist movement
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2.  The social efficiency movement:  The scientifically derived knowledge is key to improving education.  Social efficiency theorists predominated this thought.  
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3.  Social re constructionists:  Curriculum should equip students "to create a new social vision" that would position them to humanize society.  Need to address the social injustices and inadequacies that plague the nation.  
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Progressive Education:  A shared commitment to the idea that educational reform will lead to the betterment of the individual and society.  
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Ralph Waldo Emerson, W.E.B. DuBois, Jane Addams, John Dewey.  Societal reform, or progress, emerges from informed trust.  
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A concrete practice informed by reflection and criticism juxtaposed with a purposive vision.  These writers have broad conceptions of education through which to sort out questions regarding what should be taught as well as how it should be taught.  
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Emerson:  America is always in transformation, much like each person's individual experience.  It is impossible to approach what is not yet there.  **Reminds me of the idea of Green.  Individuals must continually transform and re-evaluate their place through inquiry, knowledge and reflection.  Curriculum work should be experimental, open-ended, unpredictable and uncontainable - and yet not direction less or aimless.  Emerson argues for a particular form of consistency in its intellectual and moral focus across time and space.  
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Education should not be rote memory.  It should provide opportunities for creative impulse so that students can unleash their own  expression.  Emerson is the fist to associate the term Prrogressive with education.  
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Emerson:  Progress is the capacity to draw a new circle....it may mean giving up more than one gains in return....Its contrary is stasis, status quo and stagnancy.  
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DuBois:  Investigates the morphology of the cdolor line, of the double consciousness Black Americans must carry with them and the veil behind which they are forced to dwell.  Illuminates the cultural and spiritual resources that Blacks have planted in the same soil that constitute rich offering to the nation and world.  
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Education reveals that nobody owns knowledge and wisdom.  It expands as each person brings forth his or her gifts of knowledge.  It equips individuals and groups to be creators of culture instead of consumers.  
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DuBois values liberal education for all.  It should broaden the mind and spirit.  Whites should become interested in the souls of Blacks and learn from their experiences and culture.  
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DuBois:  does not guarantee a happy road toward individual and social harmony.  
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DuBois:  Education liberates and liberalizes, but has dangers and explosiveness with limitations.  Each individual must come to grips with this new yet unapproachable education.  
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Addams:  prioritizes philosophy over theory.  Formal education should take place both inside and outside schools.  "To learn is a gift, and gifts are for sharing”.   **Social  media component of contemporary learning.  



cstreet
Sticky Note
Education is not merely a preparation for something more significant, concrete or real.  Nothing is more important than investing in oneself in the moment, in the very  here and now which,after all, is the only time and place for life to be lived.
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Ideology:  a set of ideas or practices closed to further questioning.  Theory:  Helps persons examine, criticize, organize, and make sense of reality.  
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Addams emphasizes how dangerous any theory becomes when it is used as a substitute for a social, moral sensibility that takes seriously the manifold differences in human being and human situations.  
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The key is to modify and adapt our undertakings as we discovered those things which the neighborhood was ready to accept.  
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A philosophy describes or characterizes a way of life rather than a mechanism, or theory, for studying or controlling life.  
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Emerson, DuBois and Addams:  Envision education as both a transforming social institution and as a dynamic individual experience that can liberate persons to realize their various gifts and callings. The believe humans beings have a right to a flourishing life, and that inquiry reveals that there are better, more truthful ways of striving for such a life.  Movements within progressive education, from the focus on child-study to that on social reconstruction.
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Education does not give people freedom, but it illuminates how people might use whatever freedom they enjoy.  
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DuBois:  “Education  among all kinds of men, always has had, and always will have, an element of danger and revolution, of dissatisfaction and discontent”
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Settlement is in fact an experiment in unsettlement, as preconceived notions are jarred loose in the shaping and reshaping of community interaction.  (Addams)  “the one thing to be dreaded in the Settlement is that it lose its flexibility, its power of quick adaptation, its readiness to change its methods as its environment may demand”Working with curriculum means that people can never become truly settled, situations will always change, and that solutions will not always work smoothly or even at all.  
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Dewey:  “The Child and the Curriculum”  Learning is impossible - or better, inconceivable - without there being something to learn.    Dewey has been misread and misrepresented by progressive educators who claim that a child- or student-centered approach derives from his philosophy of education. 

cstreet
Sticky Note
Deweys view:  Learninig is impossible without rich subject matter and any curriculum remains meaningless without people to realize it in practice.    He rebelled against curriculum practice conceived or executed without regard for the state of mind of students.  
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Reading for information is different than reading for information or reading critically.  Educators should strive to engage student’s minds rather than just their capaciities for absorbtion.  

cstreet
Sticky Note
Dewey argues that an educational system mirrors its society’s aspirations.  If a society wishes to reproduce itself, its system will lean heavily toward education as pure socialization.  If a society wishes to improve itself - to become more just, equitable, and supportive of all its members to grow and develop fruitful lives - its system must be educational.  
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For teachers and their students, to cultivate responsibility implies critically examining what is learned for its impact on life itself, rather than simply covering or getting through it.  Students and Teachers must be responsible for the acquisition of knowledge.  
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Educators must grasp the ideas that the world (and adult) of tomorrow will be different from that of the world (and child) of today.    They must cultivate a receptive attitude toward this new yet unapproachable education.  They must take full advantage of the present moment and infuse it with the most thoughtful and engaging material at hand.  
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Dewey:  Growth and Caprice....Growth:  leads to new knowledge, insight, understanding and relationship with the world.  Caprice:  random and wasteful, squanders a person’s abilities, energy and promise.  
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The process of education is anything buy harmonious.  One must lose something to gain something.  To develop a new insight, an old one must be let go.  To deepen knowledge, prior understandings must be dropped.  To grow as a person, or as a people, requires shedding layers of previous selfhood or community.
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Humanity’s highest accomplishment is to unsettle itself; therein resides the meaning of progress.  
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Dewey:  recognize that every accomplishment can open up new problems and predicaments, just as every failure can give rise to new responses and solutions.  Emerson:  Around every circle of human attainment another can be drawn, however modest or subtle in scale and must be drawn if persons are to flourish rather than stagnate.  
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All three writers suggest that all educational undertakings are immediately out of date in the moment of their enactment.  Education always entails movement toward what is new for the student and therefore toward what is not fully describable.  
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The authors advocate critical continuity in educational work that is informed by knowledge of the past and hopes for the future.  








